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Is it a bird, is it a plane? 

  
 
No, it’s super Siobhan! 
 
Daredevil student Siobhan Pirrie has simply not let  leukaemia or 
hip and knee replacement surgery quench her adventu rous spirit. 
In the last year the 18 year old has abseiled off t he Forth Rail 
Bridge, gone diving with sharks at Deep Sea World a nd has tried 
white water kayaking, quad biking and aerobatic stu nt flying. 
Now, at time of writing, she is about to “skydive” from a plane 
flying at almost 15,000 feet! 
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Siobhan, from Linlithgow Bridge, is currently study ing for a National Certificate in Countryside Manag ement, 
having come top of her year at Oatridge’s Rural Ski lls Academy. She was planning to return to take the  Higher 
National Certificate course, but will instead take up a gardening job with West Lothian Council. 
 
Her tandem skydive above St Andrews is to raise fun ds for the Teenage Cancer Trust in Edinburgh, where  she 
was treated for leukaemia when she was just 13. Sin ce then she has been in remission and has decided t o live 
life to the full, even though the therapy left her needing the hip and knee replacement operations. “I ’ve been 
told that I will need another operation to replace my other knee,” she says, “and 
that’s why I will have to do the skydive strapped t o someone else. He’ll take our 
weight when we land  
 
Last year’s abseil saw Siobhan raise more than £800  for charity, a figure she hopes to 
beat through her latest adventure. You can read mor e about Siobhan and make a 
donation to her good cause by visiting the “Fundrai sers” page on the Teenage 
Cancer Trust’s website  www.teenagecancertrust.org/   Appropriately enough her 
story is under the heading, “The sky’s the limit fo r Teenage Cancer Trust”. 
 



 

 

Kerry takes Olympics role  
 
Kerry McCready is studying for her Higher National Certificate in 
Agriculture, but her passion for horses and especia lly dressage, has 
brought her a role in the preparations for the 2012  Olympics in 
London. 
 
The 19 year old, from Stoneyburn in West Lothian, i s already a 
member of the Scottish dressage squad and has been chosen, with 
her horse Jack Sparrow, to help with the training o f prospective 
Olympic judges when they gather at Gleneagles short ly. 
 
Kerry started riding when she was 12 and took up dr essage four years 
ago. She joined the Scottish squad last year and wa s in a winning 
young riders’ team at an event in Bedfordshire. She  admits that 
dressage may not be the most exciting of equestrian  disciplines, but 
she says: “When it’s done properly it is fabulous t o see horse and rider 
in harmony.” 
 
If she is nervous about her appearance before some of the world’s top judges, she isn’t showing it. “O bviously I 
would love to do well, but the whole point is to he lp make the judging at the Games consistent, so mis takes will 
be as valuable as getting everything right,” she sa ys. “It’s maybe just as well because Jack Sparrow i s only five 
years old and I haven’t had him for long.” 
 
 
Rum do for students  
 

A group of 20 Countryside and Environmental 
Management students has just returned from a 
week-long study tour of Rum, which focused on 
geology, ecology and understanding the 
landscape of the beautiful west coast island. 
 
Glorious weather – and a welcome lack of midgies 
– marked the visit and gave Niall Evans, the 
Countryside Management Team Leader at 
Oatridge, an opportunity to take a series of 
stunning pictures in idyllic scenery. In this one s ome 
of the students are seen on the beach at Kilmory, 
from where the community was shipped to Nova 
Scotia during the Highland Clearances. The Rum 
Cuillins supply the backdrop. 
 
Meanwhile a group of agriculture students is 

currently on an annual College exchange trip to Fra nce, having got away in a last minute rush, when th e flying 
restriction caused by the Icelandic volcano was lif ted. We’ll have more on this next month, when they get 
back. 
 



 

 

 
Charity “bash”  

 
Once again, Entry to Farriery students at Oatridge have been going 
hammer and tongs to raise cash for charity with a 2 4-hour “Forgeathon” 
during which they turned out a range custom-made it ems they designed 
themselves. 
 
The now annual event took place to coincide with a College Open Day, so 
that visitors could get the chance to buy anything from key rings and letter 
openers to candlesticks and wine racks. 
 
Tutor Matt Carlyle says the 23 students involved we re tired but exhilarated 

after working right through the night to meet order s, because with cash still to come in, they expect to beat last 
year’s fundraising total of £500. The money will be  distributed to local charities. 
 
The popular course is a vital first step for anyone  seeking an apprenticeship with an Approved Trainin g Farrier 
and among the students who have already done so is Lyndsay McFarlane, 
who will be moving from her home on the island of B ute to take up a job in 
England. 
 
Lyndsay, seen here with a wine rack she produced fr om old horse shoes, 
and the rest of her course have just been awarded t heir Entry to Farriery 
Certificates, to mark the end of their initial trai ning, but for those still looking 
for a job, College help continues.  
 

 
Two of the lucky ones are George Porter and 
Joanne Birkett who will attend a prestigious 
Employability breakfast event organised by 
Deloitte, the global financial consulting firm, whi ch runs a programme to help 
young people prepare for entering the world of work . 
 
 
 

 
A little help from their friends  
 
Over the months Oatridge Online has been keeping yo u up to date with the 
efforts  
of a group of Animal Care students who have been fu ndraising to help them 
take the trip of a lifetime to the Shamwari Game Re serve in South Africa. 
 
It is now looking that with a little help from a lo t of their friends, they are going 
to make it. The latest donation came from fellow st udent on the Landbased 
Certificate course. Heather Kidd and Lauren Wilson are seen here with George 
Whyte, as he hands over a very welcome £160. Lookin g on is landscaping and 
horticulture apprentice Mattie Birch. 



 

 

 
Open Day at Suntrap 
 
A date for the diary of every garden lover: The ann ual Open Day at Suntrap, the College’s satellite ga rden at 
Gogarbank, will be held on Sunday, May 23 rd this year. There will be guided tours of the garde n, demonstrations 
and advice, plant sales, activities for children an d refreshments and home baking from the Friends of Suntrap. It 
runs from 10.30 until 4.00pm and entry will be £2 f or adults and £1 for concessions. Proceeds will go to Perennial, 
the Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society.  www.suntrap-garden.org.uk   
 
TREC “first” for SNEC 
 
The on-campus Scottish National Equestrian Centre i s to stage its first-ever BHS TREC short format com petition on 
May 15, with the vast international arena allowing the outside to be brought inside to give riders and  horses the 
chance to concentrate on the PTV Obstacle Phase and  the Control of Paces Phase. “For this competition,  
riders don’t need to be able to read a map,” says G eorge Blackie, the renowned course designer at the 
Centre. 
 
BHS Trec is based on the French discipline “Le Trec ” (Technique de Randonnee Equestre de Competition) 
which emerged from the training of professional equ estrian tourist guides. It arrived in the UK in 199 8 and has 
grown rapidly in popularity, so much so that a trai ning session organised at the SNEC, was booked out within 
days of being advertised.  www.snec.co.uk   
 
First Aid fast!  
 

Some trained First Aiders can go years without havi ng to make use of their skills, but 
the ink was hardly dry on Steven Gregory’s Certific ate from Oatridge College, 
when he was called upon to treat his first “patient ”. 
 
Within an hour of completing a “First Aid at Work” course the 41 year old 
Countryside Ranger called in to see former workmate s at Almondell Country Park 
and discovered that one of the team had suffered a blow to the head in an 
accident involving the branch of a tree. “In the pa st, I would have stood back and 
let someone else deal with it,” says Steven, “but a fter three intensive days of 

learning everything from applying a bandage to givi ng CPR (Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation), I just did  what 
was needed. I checked the guy over and fortunately he wasn’t really injured, but you can never be too careful 
with a head injury. 
“He had some stuff in his eyes, so I washed them ou t and then I joined in the search for his glasses, which he’d 
lost in the accident.” 
 
Tutor Moira Hilditch says: “You never know when the  skills will be needed, but with the kind of work t hese guys 
do, there is always a chance. It seldom happens as quickly as it did to Steven though. I have people c oming 
back for a refresher course after three years and t hey’ve never had anything to do. 
I do my best to make people feel confident about de aling with incidents. It doesn’t always work, but i t certainly 
seems to have done this time!” 
 
The First Aid at Work course that Moira teaches at Oatridge College is approved by the Health and Safe ty 
Executive. The next scheduled course, for up to 12 people, will be held at the College between June 2 and 4. 
www.oatridge.ac.uk   



 

 

 
Falkirk FC “signs up” College expertise  

 
Experts from Oatridge College have 
been called in to help secure the 
future of Falkirk Football Club’s highly 
successful Community Coaching 
programme, which every year gives 
thousands of children and young 
people a chance to be involved in 
the “beautiful game”. 
 
The Club is planning to set up a 
charitable foundation and hand the 
community coaching arm over to a 
not-for-profit social enterprise. Russell 
Parker, the College’s 2KT Business 
Development Executive is helping 
with business planning and has 

already secured support from the Scottish Funding C ouncil to allow Oatridge fundraiser Colin Fox to us e his skills 
on behalf of the project. 
 
Falkirk FC and Oatridge already have strong links -  the College educates and trains many of Club’s gro und staff 
– but it was a personal relationship between Managi ng Director George Craig and Russell Parker which h as laid 
the foundations for what both sides hope will be a long-term partnership. “Talk about an early result, ” says 
Craig. “I spoke to Russell on a Wednesday and by Th ursday he was back to tell me that he had managed t o 
secure funding to let someone like Colin bring his expertise to the table.” 
 
The hope now is that whatever happens to Falkirk FC  the Community Coaching programme will be protected  
and will continue to fulfil a promise made when the  football club moved to its new stadium that it wou ld repay 
public support by engaging with the community. 
 
Falkirk now provides coaching to numerous groups, f rom pre-school children to teenagers and through a 
partnership with local club Steins Thistle, a pathw ay for players going into their twenties. It runs S cotland’s 
biggest youth football tournament, the Falkirk Cup,  which this Easter featured 106 teams and 1,200 par ticipants. 
The very successful Falkirk FC Youth Academy will h owever, stay part of the Club. 
 
George Craig says: “I was asked recently what would  happen if Falkirk were relegated. I could give a l ot of 
answers about the business that is Falkirk FC, but whatever happens it should not affect our community  work. 
 
I hope that in partnership with Oatridge College we  will be able to protect our community programme. T hat’s 
important because it will give it a bit of control over its own destiny.” 
www.falkirkfc.co.uk   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Funding help for rural communities  
 
Oatridge is at the forefront of a new initiative to  help 
Scotland’s rural communities to access vital fundin g to 
kick-start their own business projects. 
 
The College was the venue of a recent meeting to la unch 
a feasibility study and set up a support network wh ich will 
assist the communities tap-in to money from the Sco ttish 
Rural Development Programme (SRDP).  
 
Russell Parker, Oatridge’s 2KT+ Business Developmen t 
Executive, says: “It has been recognised that SRDP money 
can make a big difference to communities when they are 
trying to get a project up and running, but the 
communities lack the expertise to access the very g ood 
funding that is available. It is a very complex pro cess. 
 
This is about using a network of organisations to s upport local communities and the feasibility study will identify 
the best way to do that.” 
 
Oatridge was successful in obtaining Scottish Gover nment funding for the study and was involved in the  
selection of the Cassafuir Partnerships to carry ou t the work. Looking ahead Russell Parker expects th at the 
College will work alongside partners in the Scottis h Countryside Colleges – Elmwood and Barony – to pr ovide 
technical expertise for new projects. 
 
 
 
 
�  Russell Parker was recently approved for membershi p of the prestigious Institute of Knowledge Transfe r. Before 
arriving at Oatridge he was Executive Director of F alkirk Enterprise Action Trust and previously was i nvolved in 
knowledge transfer roles with Queen Margaret Univer sity and the University of Strathclyde. 
www.ikt.org.uk   
 
 
Andy Robb becomes vice chairman 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Andy Robb, the retired Director and Chief Agricultu ral Officer of the Rural  
Payment and Inspections Directorate (RPID), has bee n named as the 
new vice chairman of the Board of Management at Oat ridge College.  
Previously he chaired the Staffing and Education Co mmittee. 
 



 

 

 
Meet the “Hole in the Ground” gang  

 
If there is a hole in the ground on the lovely 
Oatridge estate, you are liable to find a 
member of our Horticulture and Landscape 
Construction team looking into it. They are our 
diggers, planters and tenders, builders, (earth) 
movers and shakers: Ten experts in the art of 
turning bare ground into places of beauty and 
tranquillity. Between them they have decades 
of experience of teaching and training students 
and their prodigies are to be found all over the 
UK and beyond, using the skills they have 
handed down. 
 
We could write a book on them, but space 
demands that we offer instead a brief 
introduction so, left to right in the picture: 

 
Elspeth Ross, a  horticulture lecturer who has been at Oatridge for 20 years. Brian Miller  (Big Brian) is a lecturer in 
Landscape Construction and Estate with 24 years und er his belt. This year he was appointed Schools Co-
ordinator. He has coached several landscaping teams  to success in national competitions. Jeanette Duffy  is an 
assistant gardener. Davy Millar is a landscape lecturer with almost 19 years servic e and he is coach to Broxburn 
Athletic Colts under-13 team in his spare time. John Mallon is a team technician and instructor. Ann Burns is 
Team Leader, a multi-award winning garden designer and the College’s main link to the horticultural in dustry 
and the wider gardening community. She has been at Oatridge for 22 years. Horticultural lecturer George 
Gilchrist has been at the College for 18 years and in his spa re time climbs mountains. He hopes to “bag” his las t 
12 “Munros” later this year. Martin Riley is officially horticultural technician but is invol ved in grounds 
maintenance, staff support, plant husbandry and “an ything else that needs done”. He has been at Oatrid ge 
for 12 years. Modern Apprentice Mattie Birch is the  baby of the bunch. He started as a student at the College in 
2007 and went on to work at the Scottish National E questrian Centre. He now assists Martin Riley. 
 
The tenth member of the team is Dave Milne who was not around when the picture was taken, beca use he 
was caught up in the aftermath of the Icelandic vol cano. He is a landscape technician and, in his own words, 
“unofficial gardener without portfolio”. He is an a ward winning garden designer, a former rock band ba ssist 
and a poet. 
 
 
 
We hope you have enjoyed reading this months news f rom Oatridge College. If you have a story or a lead  for 
inclusion in future issues of Oatridge Online, or i tems for the Landbased Round-up and “Your Space” wh ich 
follow, email them to: cadams@oatridge.ac.uk  If you have a job vacancy send it to “Just the Job s” by 
emailing: ebarrero@oatridge.ac.uk   

 
 



 

 

 
Landbased Round-up  
 
Population report reveals problems for rural areas 
 
New figures from the Registrar General for Scotland  show that although the country’s population reache d its 
highest level for a decade last year, some rural ar eas continue to see numbers falling. 
 
Argyll and Bute saw a decrease in population of 0.5 %, second behind Inverclyde on 0.7%, but ahead of N orth 
Ayrshire which saw a fall of 0.3%. Figures for Dumf ries and Galloway and the Scottish Borders were unc hanged. 
 
Eilean Siar (the Western Isles) and the Highland Co uncil area are the least populated parts of Scotlan d, with an 
average of nine people per square kilometre, compar ed to the Scottish average of 67 people per square 
kilometre. Glasgow is the most populous part of the  country with 3,353 people per square kilometre. 
 
The Scottish population reached 5,194,000 in the mi ddle of 2009, up 25,500 on the previous year  and t he 
highest since 1979, with inward migration from over seas accounting for most of the rise. 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  
 
£17.4 million for jobs creation 
 
The Scottish Government has announced investment of  £17.4 million for rural development and urban 
regeneration through the creation of new business p arks and training centres and further support for t he 
renewable energy industry. The cash is expected to bring 950 new jobs. 
 
Among 19 projects which will benefit is a new Scott ish Traditional Skills Training Centre in Aberdeens hire, which 
will receive £1.2 million. 
www.scotland.gov.uk/  
 
£4.9 million for oats study 
 
Scientists at the Scottish Crop Research Institute (SCRI) in Invergowrie are to take part in a £4.9 mi llion study to 
develop new varieties of oats which it is said will  provide significant economic and environmental ben efits for 
growers and millers as well as the dairy, beef and poultry industries. It is also hoped that it will a lso provide 
health benefits as more people turn to oats as part  of a healthy diet. 
 
The five year project is being jointly funded by th e Scottish Government, the Biotechnology and Biolog ical 
Sciences Research Council, Defra and the Welsh Asse mbly. 
 
Dr Derek Stewart, head of plant products and food a t the SCRI, says: “We are successfully combing 
fundamental research on plant genetics with plant b reeding techniques to develop commercially viable p lant 
varieties that help meet the challenges of food, wa ter and energy security and environmental sustainab ility”. 
www.scri.ac.uk   



 

 

 
Royal Highland: “The Greatest Show on Earth” 
 
The Royal Highland Show, scheduled for June 24 th to 27 th this year, is laying claim to the title “the great est show 
on earth” as well as the distinction of now being “ the UK’s main event for the agri-business”. 
 
The Ingliston show attracted more than 176,500 visi tors last year, but show manager David Dunsmuir rec kons 
that 2010 can beat that record. “We are strengtheni ng the opportunities for business by the introducti on of a 
new business centre for exhibitors,” he says. 
 
The emphasis of the show will remain on agriculture  and the countryside, but Dunsmuir also promised en ough 
extra interest and entertainment to attract a non-s pecialist audience: “There’s more to us that ‘cows and 
combine harvesters’ and when we add in to the mix f ashion, food, shopping, music, entertainment, actio n and 
activity, it’s easy to see why we have become so po pular with the general public.” 
www.royalhighlandshow.org/  
 
Surge in sheep thefts 
 
The National Farmers Union in Scotland is working w ith Lothian and Borders Police in an attempt to tac kle a 
“worrying” increase in sheep thefts in the area. Mo re than 300 have been reported stolen in recent wee ks. 
 
As a result of the upsurge the Union is now urging farmers across Scotland to be on their guard, keep a close 
eye on not just their stock, but their machinery as  well, and report any suspicious activities to thei r local police. 
www.nfus.org.uk/  
 
Aid for sheep farmers after “worst winter” 
 
Scotland’s sheep farmers are to receive £200,000 in  emergency aid to help dispose of the thousands of animals 
which perished during the severe winter weather.  I n some upland areas show drifts reached over nine f eet 
deep during what was officially the worst winter in  50 years. 
 
Industry costs for the uplift of sheep which succum bed to the big freeze are already up 42%, rise of £ 163,000 on 
last year. 
www.scotland.gov.uk/  
 
Illegal killing hits red kite numbers 
 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds says illegal killing is to blame for the failure of the red kite to thrive in 
Scotland. 
 
Research is based on the release of equal numbers o f the bird of prey in the Chiltern Hills in England  and the 
Black Isle in Ross-shire. The Buckinghamshire popul ation grew to 320 breeding pairs in seven years, bu t the 
Scottish population struggled to reach 49 breeding pairs in the same period. “Illegal killing accounts  almost 
entirely for these poor survival prospects,” says t he study. 
www.rspb.org.uk/scotland/  
 



 

 

 

Your space – Where you can promote your company, pr oducts 
or events* 
 
From Bridgend Allotments  
 
Bridgend Allotments Community Health Inclusion Proj ect runs an Introduction to Organic Gardening Cours e at 
the Bridgend Allotments in Edinburgh, which is accr edited through Oatridge College. The course is taug ht to 
small groups, usually in eight modules covering sub jects such as soils, composting, seeds and propagat ion and 
harvesting. Over twenty students have successfully completed their assessments already. The course wil l next 
be running on eight consecutive Thursday evenings a t the allotments from 6.30-8.30 starting on May 13 th. For 
further information, please contact Rob Ford either  on 07789 650878 or at robert.ford@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk  
 
From Alison Shearer Garden Design  

 
 A group of leading Scottish garden designers have joined 
forces to show what a designer can do for your gard en.  
Three or four different designers will be at the Ga rdening 
Scotland show at the Royal Highland Centre on June 4th , 5th 
and 6 th to show their work and explain how they can help 
you achieve the garden that’s perfect for you.  As Carol 
Gallagher McCulloch said “It’s a great opportunity to see 
how a designer works and all the different skills t hat are 
required to come together to create the finished ga rden” 
 
The designers have a group on LinkedIn – search for  Garden 
Designers in Scotland 2010 or go directly to 
www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/2897884/  
 

 
From the British Association for Shooting and Conse rvation 
 
Visitors to this year’s Scotland Country Fair, host ed by the British Association for Shooting and Cons ervation 
(BASC) will be able to take part in a range of acti vities. 
The fair will be held at Cardross Estate, Port of M enteith, Stirling, on 8th and 9th May.  
 
Activities at the fair will include archery, quad b iking, a bouncy castle, an Edwardian fun fair, terr ier racing, dog 
scurries and fly casting.  A novelty pet show will be held on the Saturday afternoon. Visitors will al so have a 
chance to try their hand at air rifle shooting and take advantage of BASC’s expert clay pigeon coachin g. 
 
There will be opportunities for the more experience d to take part in a competitive clay pigeon shoot a nd open 
and novice gun dog tests.  There will also be a ran ge of shops and trade stands including a craft tent  and 
catering stands. 
 
Parking and programmes will be free. Entry is £8 fo r adults.  Accompanied under 16-year-olds will get in free. For 
more information visit:  www.basc.org.uk/  



 

 

 
From the Soil Association 
 
Climate Change Programme – Open to all: 
 
Wednesday 5 thMay, Optimum Manure Management Event, New Deer, Abe rdeenshire  
The technical session in the morning will include p resentations from SAC, Earthcare Technical & SGRPID . They 
will look at storage & handling, when, where and ho w much to apply, putting a nutrient value on FYM/sl urry, 
benefits to production, role & benefits of composti ng and the funding options under SRDP. The event wi ll also 
include a visit to D & E Smith, Mains of Inkhorn, E llon to discuss how these principles can be put int o practice.  
 
Thursday 20 thMay, Managing Livestock in a Changing Climate, Glen saugh,  Laurencekirk, Grampian   
The technical session in the morning will include p resentations from John Vipond, Johnny Mackay & Davi d Ross. 
Topics to be covered include improving productivity  & efficiency through health and diet, selecting an d 
managing livestock to suit changing weather pattern s, producing home grown feed; identifying and manag ing 
diseases and stresses. Funding options under SRDP/L MO. In the afternoon we will tour Glensaugh Farm to  discuss 
how these principles can be put into practice.  
 
Thursday 10 thJune, Grassland & Clover Management Event, Abbey St  Bathans, Berwickshire   
The technical session in the morning will include p resentations from John Vipond, David Younie & SGRPI D. 
Topics to be covered include grassland productivity , utilization & optimum stocking rates, choice of g rass & 
clover species, establishment, nutrient management & weed control. Also funding options under SRDP/LMO . 
The event will also include a visit to Godscroft Fa rm courtesy of Mr Duncan Shell, to discuss how thes e principles 
can be put into practice. 
 
The cost for all programmes is £40.00 plus VAT.  
 
With support from SRDP’s Skills Development Scheme and The Robertson Trust.  

 
 
 
 
 
* If you have a story or a lead for inclusion in fut ure “Your Space” sections please email them to: 
cadams@oatridge.ac.uk  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Short and Tailored Courses 
 
At Oatridge College and SNEC we organise a wide ran ge of short specialist courses. The courses we offe r either 
meet current industrial standards or we can devise bespoke courses tailored to meet the precise needs of 
individuals and businesses.  
The College has developed a reputation for deliveri ng specialist tailored courses and we continue to o ffer this 
service to businesses and Local Authorities.  
The courses included on the following pages have be en planned to run on the dates given.  
Oatridge College reserves the right to change the d ates of courses and to cancel provision if the numb er of 
bookings for any course does not meet the minimum n umber of participants required to run the course. W e will 
always strive to ensure that courses run whenever p ossible.  
 
Please contact Adrian Kitchen for more information or to discuss your requirements.  
akitchen@oatridge.ac.uk  
  
 
 
ILA funding for Courses  
In the following pages, all courses marked * are IL A Approved. ILA Scotland is a Scottish Government s cheme 
that helps you pay for learning that you can do at a time, place, pace and in a way to suit you.  
 
You could get help towards the cost of learning wit h a learner account from ILA Scotland.  
See http://www.ilascotland.org.uk/ILA+Homepage.htm  
  
 
 
 
To apply for an Individual Learning Account Tel: 08 08 100 10 90  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please find in the next pages a list of our short c ourses… 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Chainsaw Operations  
* Maintenance, Crosscutting and Felling Small Trees  up to 
200 mm  –(Lantra-Awards Accredited) 4 day course. 
 Dates: 7-10 Jun; 5-8 July; 2-5 August; 6-9 Sep £45 0 
* Maintenance, Crosscutting and Felling Small Trees  up to 
380 mm  – (NPTC Accredited) 5 day course  
(+ 1 day test to be arranged) 
Dates: 19-23 Jul; 23-27 Aug; 20-24 Sep  £780 
 
*Forklift Operation – Telescopic  
(Lantra-Awards Accredited) - 3-day course tba  £450  
*Brushcutters/Trimmers  
(Lantra-Awards Accredited) - 2-day course tba £225  
*All Terrain Vehicle Operation  
(Lantra-Awards Accredited)  - 2-day course dates to  be 
arranged £250 
Transporting Livestock  
Transportation of Livestock by Road Short Journeys over 
65km and under 8 hours 
Online testing arranged as required £ 60 
Transportation of Livestock by Road Long Distance Dates 
to be arranged as required £120   
 
*Vehicle & Trailer Training: Preparation for the DVL A test  
*1 day course: TBA (Max of 2 trainees) £150 
 
* Blacksmithing – An Introduction (Basic)  
4-day Intensive course 9-12 Aug £200 
10 week course: (Evening Course 6.30-9.00pm) 
Course start dates: 14 Sep £200 
 
* Welding – An Introduction (Basic)  
4-day Intensive course 9-12 Aug £200 
10 week course: (Evening Course 6.30-9.00pm) 
Course start dates: 15 Sep £200 
 
*Vermin Control  
Rabbits, Moles & Rodent Control  – Lantra - 2 days:   
15 – 16 Jun; 19 – 20 Jul £210 
Rabbits & Moles  – Lantra –  one day  
15 Jun; 19 Jul  £165 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using Sprayers  
* Safe Use of Pesticides – Training for PA1 Foundat ion   
(NPTC Accredited) 1 day course: 10 May, 15 Jun £100  
PA1 Foundation Test   
Dates arranged following training (above) £60 
* Safe Use of Pesticides - Training for PA6A Hand H eld 
Applicator  (NPTC Accredited) 1 day course:  
16 Jun; 30 Aug £130 
PA6A Hand Held Applicator  test  
Dates arranged following training (above) £80 
* Safe Use of Pesticides - Training for PA2A Tracto r 
Mounted Applicator  (NPTC Accredited) 
1 day course: 17 Jun; 31 Aug £120 
PA2A Tractor Mounted Applicator  test 
Dates arranged following training (above) £250 
 
 
Health and Safety  
* First Aid at Work – HSE Accredited -  3 day course: 
31 Aug – 2 Sep; 24-26 Nov £120 
* First Aid at Work Refresher  - HSE Accredited 2 day 
course 10-11 Jun; 26-27 Aug £90 
* Emergency First Aid   1-day Oatridge Attendance 
Certificate  Dates: 30 Aug; 19 Nov £60 
* Risk Assessment/ COSSH – an Introduction –  
1 day: TBA £60 
* Manual Handling  1 day: TBA £60 
* Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines  
(NPTC Accredited) 1 day: TBA £200 
* Safe use of Sheep Dips  
(NPTC Accredited) 1 day: Dates to be arranged £200 
 
 
Construction Skills  
* Drystone Dyking 5 day training course Oatridge 
Attendance Certificate.  Dates: 14-18 Jun £350  
* Basic Brickwork & Trowel Skills an Introduction  
3 day course Oatridge Attendance Certificate   
Dates: TBA £300  
* Brickwork & Trowel Skills Update – 3 day course 
Oatridge Attendance Certificate   
Dates: TBA £300 
* Introduction to Garden Paving - 3 day course  
Oatridge Attendance Certificate   
Dates: TBA £300 
* Paving Skills Update  
3 day course Oatridge Attendance Certificate   
Dates: TBA £300 
* Timber Decking -  3 day course Oatridge Attendance 
Certificate  Dates: TBA £ 300 
 

 



 

 

Oatridge   
 
Leisure – Pet Care  
Dog Agility - Basic  -        10 weeks: 14 Sep – 30 Nov  
(Evening Course 5.45 – 6.45pm)            
£ 50                
Dog Agility - Advanced  -       10 weeks: 14 Sep – 30 
Nov  (Evening Course 6.45 – 7.45pm)            
£ 50                
Dog Agility – Advanced -       10 weeks 14 Sep – 30 
Nov (Evening Course 7.45-8.45pm)       
£ 50 
For further information and to make bookings 
please contact Moira Montgomery at Oatridge 
College mmontgomery@oatridge.ac.uk   
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gardening  
 
Saturday Workshops at Suntrap  
 
All £10.00 + cost of materials (10-12noon)   
Contact John Smith on 0131 339 7283   
 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon  
8 May £10 
 
Contact John Smith on 0131 339 7283 (answer machine )  
All courses are held at Suntrap Centre, 43 Gogarban k, 
Edinburgh EH12 9BY  
email: suntrap@btopenworld.com   

 
Scottish National Equestrian     

Centre Courses 
 

*Training for BHS Stage 1: Horse Knowledge, Care 
and Riding 
Course 1:  8 x 3hour sessions. Dates 29 Jul-2 Aug  
All sessions 9am – 12pm & 1pm – 4pm £180 
*Training for BHS Stage 1 Horse Knowledge & Care 
Only 
Course 1:  4 x 3hour sessions. Dates  29 Jul-2 Aug 
All sessions   9am – 12pm or 1pm – 4pm  £100 
*Training for BHS Stage 1   Riding Only 
Course 1:  4 x 3hour sessions. Dates  29 Jul-2 Aug  
All sessions   9am – 12pm or 1pm – 4pm  £100 
 
 
*Training for BHS Stage 2: Horse Knowledge, Care 
and Riding 
Course 1:  12 x 3hour sessions. Dates 18, 19, 20, 2 3, 
24, 25 Aug All sessions 9am – 12pm & 1pm – 4pm
 £225 
*Training for BHS Stage 2 Horse Knowledge & Care 
Only 
Course 1:  6 x 3hour sessions. Dates 18, 19, 20, 23 , 24, 
25 Aug      All sessions 9am – 12pm or 1pm – 4pm
 £150 
*Training for BHS Stage 2   Riding Only 
Course 1:  6 x 3hour sessions. Dates 18, 19, 20, 23 , 24, 
25 Aug      All sessions 9am – 12pm & 1pm – 4pm
 £150 
Clipping for Beginners (Part 1)  
Dates TBA .Course 1: 9am –12pm or Course 2: 1pm – 
4pm  £25 
Clipping for Beginners Part 2 
Dates TBA. Course 1: 9am – 12pm or Course 2: 1pm 
– 4pm   £25 
For further course information contact  
Scottish National Equestrian Centre (SNEC), 
Oatridge College , Ecclesmachan, West Lothian 
EH52 6NH 
Telephone  01506 865714   Fax 01506 865716 
E-mail gblackie@oatridge.ac.uk  


